
SPRING NEWSLETTER  |  Issue 1  |  Date: April 25, 2019

TONY'S  TWEETS

We are almost  ready to finish our 8th year 

of the Backpack minist ry by serving close to 

600 children per week during this school 

year.  This would not  have been possible 

without  constant  prayer, a remarkable 

volunteer team, a support ive Church, and a 

dedicated board of directors.

Providing food for the weekend is the 

plat form we use to demonstrate the love 

Jesus calls us to show for those in need, 

especially the children.  Throughout  the 

year, we are able to provide Christ ian 

material in the backpacks and interact  with 

the children, teachers, and administ rators 

in a way that  is clearly centered around our 

faith and Biblical teachings.  We are 

inst ructed to step up and step out  and that  

is what  we do collect ively.  Hundreds 

part icipate every year and we thank you!!  

We thank God for this opportunity to serve.  

God bless you!

                                                                     Tony Palermo

 FOOD DRIVES
What a great year it  has been!  We had  a lot  

of new faces at Fair Oaks, including Mr. Dean 

Yoder, the new principal.  He truly 

understands the Fair Oaks community and 

has created several creat ive programs to 

benefit  the students and their families, 

including the Fair Oaks Fresh Market, which 

we are  enthusiast ically support ing!  

We are blessed each week to walk the halls 

of Fair Oaks and hand deliver back packs to 

the students and spread God's love.  

Everyone there knows we are from Mt. 

Bethel and so we are often asked to pray for 

a student, a family, or even the teachers.  We 

are grateful to be His hands and feet serving 

the least.  If you can ever join us on a Friday 

morning for delivery, please do so -- it  will be 

transformative.  

A BIG THANK YOU to our donors and 

volunteers for making this happen every 

week -- we could not do it  without you!

What is more heart -warming than students 

helping other 

students?  

This  year, 

several 

students joined 

the Back      

Pack Blessings               

Board as Junior Members and have  

organized school food drives on our behalf.  

Two of these enterprising students are: 

Nina  Taylor,  who conducted a  February 

food drive at  Marist ; and

Samuel  Alarcon, who just  led a Spring food 

drive at  Mt . Bethel Christ ian Academy

In addit ion, we give a big shout-out  and 

THANKS to the following partners who led 

successful Spring food drives for BPB:

Mt. Bethel Recreat ion Department  Spring 

Teams

Walton Beta Club and Christ ina Page

Kimberlee Ackerman

Sue Dimick

Brad Hill

Ben Hornsby

Gretchen Hornsby 

Tina Jones

Stacy Ronai

Pam Palermo

Tony Palermo

Jerry Uffner

Board Mem bers

  Last  Back  Pack  Work ing Dat es       
  for  t he 2018 - 2019 school year    

  w il l  be May 16 - 17 !!!

"It is easier to build strong children 
than to repair broken men."   

                      Frederick Douglass

The SCOOP 
from Stacy

 Walt on High School          
Bet a Club                             

Food Donat ions

Stacy Ronai



  
DID YOU KNOW ?

One in four children in Georgia is 

considered food insecure

Each week during the school year, 

we pack approximately 550 back 

packs!

      .  450 for Fair Oaks Elementary

      .  80 for Acworth Intermediate

      .  25 for the Salvat ion Army

Over 50 volunteers come to serve 

each week during the school year

Students' test  scores & at tendance 

have improved as a result  of the 

Back Pack Blessings program!

Food cost  for each Back Pack is $9

The cost  for one student   each 

calendar year is ~$300!

 100% of the donat ions to Back 

Pack Blessings go to the children!

Almost  3/4 of the financial support  

for Back Pack Blessings comes from 

volunteers and individuals

WHAT'S NEW

HOW YOU CAN HELP !

FAIR OAKS ELEMENTARY OPENS FOOD PANTRY TO SERVE COMMUNITY

On February 26, Fair Oaks Elementary School cut the ribbon on a new program, the Fair 

Oaks Fresh Market, to help Cobb families who are batt ling food insecurity.    The Fair Oaks 

Fresh Market is open every other Saturday morning and shelves are stocked with food 

staples such as canned tuna, pasta, cereal, milk, eggs, meat, and produce.  In addit ion, 

personal hygiene items and gent ly used clothing are also available.

Fair Oaks is stocking the shelves through partnerships with Back Pack Blessings, Inc., 

At lanta Community Food Bank, and MUST Ministries.  

Back Pack Blessings also donated all of the shelving and 

storage .  

Principal Yoder observed, "Without the support and 

kindness of our incredible staff  and the generosity of our 

partners, our dream of creat ing  this food market would 

have never materialized."  You can read more  and learn 

how you could volunteer at the food pantry by visit ing: 

 ht tp://cobbcast.cobbk12.org/?p=27372

To volunteer your t ime, contact 

Kimberlee Ackerman at 

kimberlee.ackerman@gmail.com 

Choose Back Pack Blessings as your 

charitable designee when shopping at 

Kroger or on Amazon Smiles

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram !!!

Financial donat ions can be made:

    Checks to:     Back Pack Blessings
                                 4385 Lower Roswell Rd
                                 Marietta, GA  30068 

    On-Line:         backpackblessings.org
                                 Facebook:  Back Pack
               Blessings, Inc.       

All donat ions are tax deduct ible


